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Results from the 2012 Election Day marked a historic moment for lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 

transgender (LGBT) individuals in the United States: outcomes from this election cycle saw, for 

the first time, the passage of same-sex marriage in three states by popular vote. At the same time 

mainstream U.S. media inundated the American public with celebratory stories and images of 

LGBT Americans, however, November 6 marked a different occasion for gay rights advocates in 

Uganda. According to a Ugandan-based newspaper, Member of Parliament (MP) David Bahati 

advised parents in the capital city to watch their children, "warn[ing] that close to 40 companies 

were recruiting minors in the gay business."1 Ironically, Bahati's remarks were soon followed by a 

November 12 statement that announced the re-tabling of the Anti-Homosexuality Bill, notoriously 

known as the "Kill the Gays" Bill, which Bahati himself first introduced in 2009.2 As stated by a 

small minority of gay rights activists in the East African country, "A vitriolic homophobia is rising 

in Ugandan society, pointing to the meteoric rise of the U.S. evangelical church as a driving 

force."3 

 

This paper will explore Uganda's religious climate surrounding the current Anti-Homosexuality 

Bill. My goal is to illuminate how citizenship in Uganda "is premised in heterosexual terms and 

how lesbian and gay bodies are made to bear the brunt of the charge of undermining national 

sovereignty,"4 influenced by the workings of U.S. evangelicals. 
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